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POPERY. 


Popery—Struggles of the Popes for power—Emperors favor them—Scan- 
‘us transactions between them and the French Monarchs—Pepin and 
Jharlemagne—Gregory VII. asserts absolute power over Kings—His 
‘gntercourse with the Countess Matilda—Claims the right of re 


Bishops—Enormities of Popes—Their example followed by Bishops an 
Clergy—Evil influence of Councils. 


They willeth to be king’s peres, 

And higher than the emperour; 
And some that weren but pore freres 
Now woollen wax a warnour.— 


But, Lorde, we lewded men knowen no God but thee, and we, with 
thyne help and thy grace, forsaken Nabugodonosor and hys lawes. For 
he, in his proud estate, wole have all men onder hym, and he nele be onder 
noman. He ondoeth thy lawes that thou ordenest to be kept, amd ma- 
keth hys awne lawes as hym lyketh, and so he maketh him kynge aboven 
all other kynges of the erth; and maketh men to worschupen hym as a 
Giod, and thye get sacrytice he hath -ydone away. 


THE PLOWEMAN’S PRAIER. 


Te earliest means which the bishops of Rome employed to 
acquire power was, to assert their supremacy over all other 
bishops of the Christian Church. This was not granted at 
once, but led to many quarrels with their contemporaries.— 
The bishop of Constantinople, in particular, contended with 
‘vem for the superiority; the emperor Constantine having 
.d there the seat of civil government. These odious 
.bbles I must necessarily pass over, and confine myself en- 

Ay to the Romish Church. I may state, once for all, that 
sae patriarchs of Constantinople maintained the contest with 
Rome through every age to the very time of the Reformation ; 
and many disgraceful expositions of priestly wrath were made 
un both sides. Of the Greek church it will be sufficient to say 
. at its prelates partook largely in the arts and vices of priests 
‘n general, and plunged that church into an abundance of cere- 
monious puerilities, in which it remains to this day. 

The attempts of the Romish pontiffs to grasp at power were 
not crowned with instant success, either over theirfellow-priests 
or contemporary princes. It was a work of time, of continual 
stratagem, and the boldest acts of assumption. The full claims 
« papal dominion over the Christian world in Europe were 
aot admitted, indeed, till the 11th century. 
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In the 4th century, Mosheim says, in the Episcopal erder ihe 
bishov of Rome was the first in rank; and was distinguished 
by a sort of pre-eminence over all other bishops. Prejudices. 
arising fiom a variety of causes, contributed to establish this 
superiority ; but it was chiefly owing to certain circumstances 
of grandeur and opulence, by which mortals, for the most part 
form their ideas of pre-eminence and dignity, and which they 
generally confound with the reasons of a just and legal autho 
rity. The bishop of Rome surpassed all his brethren in th: 
magnificence and splendour of the church over which he pre- 
sided ; in the 1iches of his revenues and possessions ; in the 
number and variety of his ministers; in his credit with the 

eople ; and in his sumptuous and splend‘d manner of living. 

hese dazzling marks of human power, these ambicuous 
proofs of true greatness and felicity, had such an influence on 
the minds of the multitude, that the see of Rome became. ii: 
this century, a most seducing object of sacerdotal ambition.— 
Hence it happened, that when a new pontiff was to be elected 
by the suffrages of the presbyters and the people, the city o: 
Rome was generally agitated by dissensions, tumults, and ca- 
bals, whose consequences were often deplorable and fatal. - 
One of these in 366 gave rise to a civil war, which was carried 
on within the city of Rome with the utinost barbarity and fu.) 
and produced the most cruel massacres and depopulations. 

The picture of the church which Milton makes Michael fore 
show to Adam was speedily realized :-— 


The Spirit 
Poured first on his apostles, whom he sends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptized, shall them with wond’rous gifts endue 
To speak all tongues and do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the things brought from Heaven: at length, 
Their ministry performed, and race well run, 
Their doctrine and their story written left, 
They die; but in their room, as they forewarn, 
Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves, 
Who all the sacred mysteries of Heaven 
To their own vile advantages shall turn 
Of lucre and ambition: and the truth 
With superstitions and traditions taint, 
Left only in those written records pure, 
Though not but by the spirit understood. 
Then shall they seek to avail themselves of names, 
Places, and titles, and with these to join 
Secular power; though feigning still to act 
By spiritual ; to themselves appropnating 
The int of God, promised alike and given 
To all believers; and from that pretence 
Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 
On ev’ry conscience; laws which none shall find 
Left them enrolled, or what the Spit within 
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Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spint of Grace itself, and bin 

His consort Liberty? What but unbuild 

His living temple, buit by Faith to stand, 

Their own faith, not another's? Far, on earth, 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible? Yet many will presume: 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 

On all who in the worship persevere 

Of spirit and truth; the rest, far greater part, 

Will deem in outward rites and specious forms, 
Religion satisfied: truth shall retrre 

Bestuck with slanderous darts, and works of faith 
tarely be found: so shall the world go on, 

To good malignant, to bad men benign: 

Under her own weight groaning; till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just, 

And vengeance to the wicked. 


In this céntury many of those steps were laid by which the 
bishops of Rome afterward mounted to the summit of ecclesi- 
astical power and despotism. These steps were laid, partly 
by the imprudence of the emperors, partly by the dexterity of 
the Roman prelates. In the 5th century the declining power 
of the emperors left the pontuf a: liberty to exegeise authority 
almost without control; and the irruptions of the barbarians 
contributed to strengthen this authority: for, perceiving the 
subserviency of the multitude to the bishop, they resolved to 
secure his interest and influenee by loading him with benefits 
and honors. 

This was the second mode by which they’ acquired power, 
flattering the surrounding kings; serving them occasionally, 
without regard to honor or principle, or, as they grew stronger, 
subduing them by menaces to their will. In the 7th century 
the Roman pontiffs used all sorts of methods to maintain and 
enlarge the authority and pre-eminence they had acquired by 
a grant from the most odious tyrant that ever disgraced the 
annals of history. Boniface III. engaged Paocas, that abomi- 
nable despot, who waded to the imperial throne through the 
blood of the emperor Mauritus, to take from the patriarch of 
Constantinople the title of Gicumenical, or Universal Bish- 

, and confer it upon him. In the next century a still more 
ati stretch of assumed priestly power was exhibited. We 
observe, says Mosheim, in the French annals, the following 
remarkable and shocking instance of the enormous power that 


was, at this time, invested in the Roman pontiff. Pepin was | 
mayor of the palace to Childeric III. ; and in exercise of that | 


high office was possessed, in reality, of the royal power; but 
not content with this, he formed the design of dethronu.g his 


sovereign. He therefore sent ambassadors to Rome to inquire, © 


whether the divine law did not permit a valiant and war- 
tike people to dethrone u pusilanimous and indolent monarch, 
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who was incapable of performing any of the functions of 
royalty, and to substitute in his place one more worthy to rule? 
Zachary had need of the aid of Pepin; and his answer was 
all that could be wished. When this decision of the pope was 
published in France, Pepin stripped poor Childeric of his roy- 
alty ; and stepped immediately into his throne. This decision 
was solemnly confirmed by his successor, Stephen II., who 
went to France ; and being under the necessity of soliciting 
Pepin’s aid against the Lombards, dissolved the act of allegi. 
ance and fidelity the usurper had sworn to Childeric; and, to 
render his title as firm as possible, anointed, and crowned hirn 
his wife, and two sons. 

This compliance of the Roman pontiffs proved an abundant 
source of opulence and credit to them. Pepin marched into 
Italy, subdued all the pope’s enemies, and put him in posses- 
sion of the Grecian provinces in Italy.. The Exarch of Raven- 
na, when Pepin retired, threw off the yoke, and besieged Rome ; 
but Pepin returned, and compelled him again to deliver up the 
exarchate of Ravenna and Pentapolis to the pontiff; and thus 
raised the bishop of Rome to the rank of a temporat prince. 
After Pepin’s death a new attack was made upon the papa! 
territory, by Dideric, king of the Lombards. The then pope, 
Adrian I., fled to Charlemagne, the son of Pepin; who having 
need of the pope’s sanction to seize on the Eastern Roman 
Empire, hastened to Rome; repelled the pope’s foes, and in 
consideration of his sanction of his ambitious views, added 
fresh territories to the papal see. Thus, by the most shame- 
less and unprincipled trafficking between the pretended Vicar 
of Christ and these bold bad kings, did the popes acquire roy- 
alty and dominion, and gave to treason and regal robbery the 
assumed sanction of heaven! Once placed by kings on tem- 
poral thrones, these audacious priests soon showed their royal 
contemporaries what companions they had admitted among 
them. Notcontented with what royal robbery had given them, 
they speedily assailed their princely neighbors : sought to hurl 
them from their throne, and stirred up some of the most bloody 
wars on record. 

The notorious Hildebrand, a Tuscan monk, of mean origin 
having arrived at the pontificate, phy himself Gregory VIL., 
and displayed to the world the full measure of the priestly 
spirit. He was a man, says Mosheim, of uncommon genius, 
whose ambition in forming the most arduous projects was 
equalled by his dexterity in bringing them into execution. Sa- 
gacious, crafty, and intrepid, he suffered nothing to escape his 

net ation, defeat his stratagems, or daunt his courage.— 
Haughty and arrogant beyond all measure; obstinate, impetu- 
ous, an 


intractable : he looked up to the summit of universal 
<a with a wistful eye; and labored up the steep ascent 


with uninterrupted ardor, and invincible perseverance, Void 
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af all principle, destitue of every virtuous feeling; he suffere. 
littl e restraint in his audacious pursuits from the dictates of 
religion or the remonstrances of conscience. Not content to 
enlarge the jurisdiction and augment the opulence of the see 
of Rome, he strove to render the universal church subject to 
its despotism ; to dissolve the jurisdiction of kings and princes 
over the various ordeis of the clergy ; and exclude them from 
the management of the revenues of the church. Nay, he would 
submit to his power the kings, emperors, and princes them- 
selves ; and render their dominions tributary to Rome. Such 
were the pious and apostolic exploits that employed Gregory 
VII. during his whole life ; and which rendered his pontificate 
a continual scene of tumult and bloodshed. His conduct to 
France was worthy of the country which had first given prince- 
ly power to Roman priests, and of himself. It was just that 
the realm which had put power into such hands for such pur- 
ses as it did should be bitten by a fiendish ingratitude.— 
Hildebrand declared France tributary to the see of Rome; and 
ordered his legates to demand yearly, in the most solemn man- 
ner, the payment of that tribute. Nothing can be more inso- 
lent than the language in which the priest addressed himself to 
Phillip of France, recommending an humble and obliging car- 
riage, from the consideration, that, both his kingdom and his 
soul were under the dominion of St. Peter, i. e. his vicar, the 
pope, who had the power to bind and to loose him both on earth 
and in heaven. Nothing escaped his all-grasping ambition, 
He drew up an oath for the emperor of the Romans, from 
whom he demanded a protession of subjection and obedience. 
He pretended Saxany was a feudal tenure, having been a pious 
offering of Charlemagne to the see of Rome. He claimed 
Spain: maintained it had been the property of the apostolic 
see from the earliest times of the church ; and the Spanish 
princes paid him tribute. He made the like attempts on En- 
ae ; but found in William the Conqueror a different subject. 
illiam granted his Peter-pence, but refused to do homage for 
his crown. He wrote circular letters to the German princes, 
to Geysa, King of Hungary, and Sweno, King of Denmark, 
demanding submission. The son of Demetrius, Czar of the 
Russias, went to Rome, in consequence of his letters, to obtain 
the kingdom which would devolveto him on his father’s death, 
as a gilt from St. Peter, after professing subjection and allegi- 
ance to the prince of the apostles,—a gift readily granted by 
the officious pope, who was extremely liberal of what did not 
belong to him. Demetrius Suinimer, Duke of Croatia and 
Dalmatia was raised to: royalty by him:in the year 1076; and 
solemnly proclaimed king at Salona, on condition that he 
should pay annually two hundred pieces of gold to St. Peter, 
at the Easter festival. Boleslaus Il., King of Poland, having 
iilled Stanislaus, Bishop of Cracow, Gregory not only excom- 
G2 
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municated him, but hurled him from his throne ; dissolved ti; 
oath of allegiance which his subjects had taken; and forbid. 
by an express imperious edict, the nobles and clergy of Poland 
from electing a new king without his leave. 

In Italy his success was transcendant, Matilda the daughter 
of Boniface Duke of Tuscany, the most powerful and opulent 

rincess of that country, found that neither ambition nor years 
had extinguished the tender passion in the heart of Gregory.- 
and as a testimony of the familiarity which existed hetweer 
them, settled all her possessions in Italy and elsewhere upon 
the church of Rome ; an act, however, strongly resisted by her 
successor, and the cause of many struggles and much blocd- 
shed. 

To complete his despotic power over every Christian prince, 
this odious priest claimed the sole right of installing bishops 
in their office. It had been the custom of every prince to ap- 
point the bishops of his own land. At the death of any one of 
these, the ring and crosier, the insignia of his office, were sent 
to the monarch, and were by him delivered to the one he ap- 
pointed. This right Gregory claimed as the sole prerogative 
of the pope; thus designing to make the whele church depc nc 
ent on him, and entirely subservient to all the papal views— 
powerful instruments m the pontifical hands against both 
prince and people, the world over. The resistance this claim 
inet with led to terrible wars: and we shall have occasicn to 
mention that with the Emperor of Germany, and his humilia 
tion before the haughty priest, under the head of priestly arro- 
gance. 

Thus did this race of most shameless and audacicus men 
while they called themselves the pastors of the flock of the 
meek and tender Christ, daringly and recklessly advance to a 
pitch of the most amazing, enduring, and universal despotism 
over the loftiest and most powerful monarchs. But to display 
effectively the full character of the Roman pontifls, we must 
write volumes cn their deeds in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, Which were filled with their arrogant demands from, 
and assumptions over, the sovereign powers of Europe ; for, at 
once, Conrad Duke of Suabia, and Frederick of Austria, were 
actually beheaded at Naples by order of Clement IV.; and 
another emperor, Henry IV., is supposed to have been poison- 
ed by a wafer, in taking the sacrament from a Dominican 
monk. Their excommunications,—-their wars,—their vindic- 
tive quarrels with kings, and with each other,—these things 
swell the numerous volumes of ecclesiastical history. Nothing 
indeed, is so revolting in all the amnals of the world as the 
malignant bitterness of these vicars of Christ against each 
other upon different occasions. ‘Their unbridled ambition led 
more than once to the election of two popes at the same time, 
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end to the consequent tearing asunder of all Europe with their 
petty factions. . 

The example of the pontiffs was not lost on the bishops, ab- 
bots, and inferior clergy. These, even in the time of Charle- 
magne, had actually obtained for their tenants and their pos- 
sessions an immunity from the jurisdiction of the counts and 
other magistrates ; as also from taxes and imposts of all kinds. 
But in this century they carried their pretensions still further, 
aimed at the eivil government of the cities and territories in 
which they exercised a spiritual dominion; and even aspired 
to the honors and authority of dukes, marquise’, and counts of 
the empire. The nobies were for ever resisting, in their re- 
‘spective domains, the assumptions of the clergy in matters of 
jurisdiction and other affairs. ‘These, therefore, seized the op- 
portunity which was offered them by the superstitions of the 
times, to obtain from the kings these, the ancient rights of the 
nobles ; and, as the influence of the bishops over the people was 
greater than that of the nobility, the kings, to secure the servi- 
ces of so powerful a priesthood, generally granted their requests. 
Thus they became bishops and abbots clothed with titles and 
dignities so foreign to their spiritual ofiice,—reverend dukes, 
marquises, counts, and viscounts ! 

It was not however by these means only that they sought 
dominion over the world. They had a thcusand arts to rivet 
their power into the souls of the people. Councits were one 
of them. As if the sacerdotal name and inculcations were not 
influential enough, they sought, by collecting together all the 
dignities of the church into one Se, to invest them with a 
more awful character: and to render the enactments of these 
priestly congresses everlasting and indissoluble laws. These 
enactments were such as—the worship of images, decreed in 
the council of Nice 787; the holding of a festival to the Virgin 
Mother, inst tuted by the council of Mentz in the 9th century; 
taking the cup of the sacrament from the laity ; and a declara- 
tion of the lawfulness of breaking the most solemn engage- 
ments made to heretics, by the council of Constance in the fif- 
teenth century, with a thousand other despotic or absurd de- 
¢rées against all sects, and all freedom of opinion ; and for the 
institution of exclusive rites and festivals. 


LUTHERAN PROTEST AGAINST REVIVALS. 


The distinguishing characteristic of “the religious world” 
in this period of its existence, is an alternate revival and de- 
gression of the passions of its devotees. To day, they are all 

loom and melancholy foreboding, anticipating with doubts and 
mt the era of retribution ;—to roorrow their passions gain 
the ascendancy, and burst forth under the excitement of pas- 
“ionate appeals, in all the agonies of despair. The delirium of 
gession subsides into a calm or destroys the patient. This is 
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4$ Datural tendency. The delirium of religions excitement for 
the most part subsides, and the votary exhausted by his unna- 
tural efforts, regains his wonted equanimity. This subsidence 
of the storm of animal feeling, when it results in a verbal pro- 
fession, that peace with God has been effected, or in the iden- 
tification of its subject with some Sectarian Institution, js 
termed a Revival of Religion. This is the body, soul, and 
spirit of the ecclesiastical system of the day. It is a spirit of 
delusion that has seized the world, termed by the Apostle “a 
strong delusion :” which God has sent upon the children of 
disobedience, “that they may believe a lie;” because they 
have not embraced the love of the truth that they might be 
saved. But we forbear, preferring rather to present our read- 
ers with the following well-conceived protestation of the Lu- 
theran Synod against Revivals. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, which held its 
15th session at Columbus — on Trinity Sunday, passed 
the following preamble and resolution. 


Whereas we have been informed, through the medium of 
the Evangelical Magazine and the Lutheran Observer, that 
several of the junior members of one or two of the Lutheran 
Synods, have commenced to introduce, or according to their 
own phraseology, to get up (so called) Revivals and four days 
meetings ; and whereas we believe, that our church will there- 
by be polluted with sectarian forms and principles; that the 


measures so much in vogue at these four day meetings, have 
the tendency to beget and nourish fanaticism and disorder. 
which do more to promote the spirit of unbelief and scepticism, 
than the writings of Voltaire and Paine have done: that the 
incoherent and indigested speeches, the chief contents of which 
are hell and damnation, the sole object of which is to awaken 
and raise fear and despair to the utmost, and the consequence 
of which isa general confusion ; here one prays aloud, there 
one sings, a third groans, a fourth goes into hysterics—we be- 
lieve, that such harangues of such contents end and conse- 
quently bring a disgrace upon the ministry; that such discour- 
ses are in union with the dark and terrible Mosaic, but not with 
the clear and mild Gospel dispensation, as St. Paul saith in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, xii. 18, 20, 21, 22, 24. “ For ye 
are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tem- 
pest, &c. And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said [ 
exceedingly fearand quake; ye are come unto mount Zion, &c. 
and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling,” &c. We believe that such four day meet- 
ings, which disgust every reasonable christian, are an abomi- 
nation in the sight of God, as St. Paul saith, 1 Cor. xiv. 33, 40. 
“ God is not the author of confusion. Let all things be done 
decently and in order.” That the christian religion is a sobe! 
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4nd reasonable thing in itself, and should not, by the ministers 
of it, be made to look wild or senseless ; that scripture truth, 
plainly and duly taught, had a marvellous aptness to awaken 
the conscience and touch the heart, and tl at this is much more 
for the honor of our religion and our evangelical church, than 
that infidels should conclude the ministers of it, a set of mad- 
men, or wild fanatics, arid our religious exercises only fits ot 
frenzy. Whereas, we further believe, that the favorite new 
measures, so essential at four day meetings, the calling of the 
(so called) awakened before the altar, and praying over them, 
is neither commanded in God’s word, nor sanctioned by the 
example of Jesus, inasmuch as He called none before Him, to 
pray over them after his sermon on the mount, (see Matt. vii. 
the end , that the zeal wherewith those fanatics are intent 
upon publishing to the world, the numbers converted by thein, 
is very similar to the conduct of those, of whose example Jesus 
warns us, (see Matt. vi. 20;) whereas, we further believe, that 
those “ got up” revivals, are a new measure invented by those 
sects, who, disobedient to the command of Jesus, do not regu- 


jariy and fully instruct their youth, in order to male proselytes: 


of those who have grown up in heathenish ignorance, in the 
shortest possible manner and without much trouble ; and final- 
ly, whereas we are convinced, that that way in which we walk, 


that usage which has obtained in our church since the time of 


the reformation, according to which we “ feed the lambs ” with 
the milk of the gospel, after we have carried them through 
holy baptism into the fold of Jesus, and after having thorough- 
ly instructed them in all the doctrines of the christian religion, 
authorize them in the apostolic rite of confirmation, (Hebrews 
vi. 2. “laying on of hands,”) to participate in all the privileges 
of the church,—is the old way, the way commanded by Jesus, 
(in those words, St. John xxi. 15, “Feed my lambs,” and St. 
Matt. xxviil. 19, 20, * Go ye therefore and teach, (disciple ma- 
theteusate,) all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
(didaskontes) to observe all things whatsoerer I have com- 
manded you,” )—the way followed by the apostles, and enjoin: 
ed anew by the immortal Luther, and as we desire to continue 
to walk-in it, and neither to the right nor the left, be it 
Resolved, That we hereby express our disapprobation, and 
protest against those new aways and measures, which accom- 
modate themselves to the fanatical “spirit of the times,” and 
hereby publicly declare our intention to remain immutably pure 
erangelical Lutheran, in faith, form, and discipline, according 
10 the Bible and the symbolical books of the Lutheran church. 


' 
' 



































ST eee 





SCHISM. 


The following advertisinent appeared in the London Morr, 
ing Herald. 


“ The Scriptures having much insisted on the Unity of the 
Church of Cuaisy, and as strongly condemned the sin o/ 
Schism,” Sir cutting EaRDLEY sMitH Wishes to Oller 4 
prize of 100/ for the Besr essay on this supsect. The 
Essayist should write in a Christian spirit. He should de- 
rive his views of the nature of the Sin exclusively from 
the Scriptures. He should be eminently candid and impar. 
tial in specifying the instances in which either Churches o 
individuals are guilty of it. While leading his readers to per- 
ceive a schismatical spirit, where it exists, in creeds, formula- 
ries, or laws, he should al-o comp.! them to detect and con. 
demn it in themselves. Tie should expose the various disgu: 
ses which it assumes. He should exhibit its exceeding sintul 
ness. He shou!d develope the mischievous consequences to 
which it leads. And, lastly, he should suggect the means by 
which we should endeavor to expel it from our hearts, from 
our societies, and from the whole Church of Curis. The ar 
bitrators are the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, and the Rey 
Jaines Sherman. Each Essay should be sent to Captain Pee. 
vor, Church street, Chels:a, on or before the first day of Octo- 
ber, 1837, with a sealed letter, containing the address of the 
writer; the manuscripts will then be sent to the arbitrators, 
without the letters, and they hope to make their decision cn 
the first day of February, 1838. 


When we first omar perused this little document, we 
) 


imagined nothing would be more easy than to carry off the 
prize. But upon more maturely considering the matter, we 
have concluded, that no task would be more difficult than fu 
us to gain the one hundred pounds of Sir Culling Eardley 
Smith. We agree with him, that the Scriptures have much 
insisted on the Unity of the Cuurcn or Curist, and have as 
strongly condemned the sin of Schism in that holy and hea 
venly community. Now, although there is no question in dis- 
pute between us as to this matter, yet, we suspect, that our 
agreement as to what the Church of Christ is will be very re- 
mote indeed. Sir Culling and the arbitrators he has appointed. 
to wit, “the Honorable and Reverend” Baptist Noel, and “the 
Reverend” James Sherman—are members of the National 
Churth of England and Treland. Before, then, we could hope 
to be understood on the subject of schism, we should be under 
the necessity of defining the institution called the Church 0 
Body of Christ! Now, we are persuaded, that this definitien 
would be fatal to all our hopes of gaining the od for we 
should be most assuredly compelled to unchurch Sir Culling 
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himself with his Honorable and Reverend Arbitrators. It will 
be obvious then, that our chance of the one hundred pieces of 


jgcre would be very slender indeed ; unless we could convince 
‘these gentlemen of the truth as tis in Jesus. Could this be ef- 


fected, we doubt not but the piece of mammon would be ours ; 
for Sir Culling Eardley and his Honorable and Reverend 
fnends once convinced, and brought to the obedience of the 
truth, would see at once, that they themselves and the Nation- 
al Religion of England }iewise, were deeply imbued with the 
sin; and that all our rival essayists of Church and Dissent, not 
knowing the truth, could not so scripturally execute the invita- 
tion Of the advertisement as we. From the premises before 
our mind, we are compelled to say, that they cannot as yet 
discern the Body of Christ; they have been born of the flesh 
into the Church of England and can therefore discern the 
Reign of William IV as head of the Ecclesiastical Kingdom 
of England and Ireland; but not having been born of water 
and the Spirit they cannot discern the Reign of God cr King- 
dom of Heaven: therefore, we say, it would all be labor lost 
to contend for the prize under the adjudication of such arbitra- 
ors until they were born from above. Our first concern then 
in this matter will be to teach the worthy knight and his “ Re- 
verend ” friends a few things by way of opening the eyes of 
then understandings to their own schismatical state in parti- 
cular, as well as to the sin of schism in general; so that they 
may be the better able to award the prize in faithfulness and 
all scriptural consistency. 

In acquitting ourselves of this obligation, we shall endeavor 


‘0 recollect the requirements of Sir Culling, that what is writ- 


gen be written in a christian spirit ; though we fear, however 


scripturally christian our spirit may be, it will be adjudged by 
the arbitration unchristian on account of our drawing such a 
ine as may possibly leave them out of the Church of Christ 
eatirely. But we are required to “ derive our views of the na- 
ture of this sin exclusively from the scriptures ;” in following 
these therefore, we trust Sir Culling and the Honorable and 
Reverend Arbitration will acknowledge our spirit to be a chris- 
an one, so far at least, as we shall “lead them to perceive a 
schismatical spizit, and to detect and condemn it in themselves” 
by the testimony of sacred scripture. We shall “ endeavor to 
expose the various disguises which it assumes; and shall not 
iail of faithfully exposing that particular disguise which it as- 
sumes in the National Religion of Messrs Smith, Noel, 
Sherman, and Peevor. We shall “ exhibit its exceeding sin- 
fulness ;” and “ the mischievous consequences to which it has 
lead’? in its operation upon the unfortunate and miserably op- 
pressed people of England, Ireland and other countries of the 
arth ; and shall certainly endeavor to show the worthy gen- 
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tlemen how it may be expelled from their own hearts and go. 
cieties. 

Their advertisment however takes a wide raxge, compre. 
hending premises of great importance and interest. We pre. 
pare to consider the sin of schism in the Epistolary form, |; 
will occupy two or more letters, which we shall address to §); 
Culling, the Honorable Baptist Noel, and James Sherman his 
‘reverend ” coadjutor and brother in “ Holy Orders.” Quy; 
first letter will appear in the next number. We shall send 
them in the order of their publication to the gentlemen address. 
ed, and to the care of the gallant captain Peevor, Churc} 
Street, Chelsea. The advertisement being conceived in go |). 
beral a spirit, we doubt not they will receive it in the spirit of 
good will and free inquiry. That truth may be elicited by the 
notice, and fairly and honorably vindicated by our answer to 
the call is the so'e object and desire of the 

July 3d, 1837. Error. 


. 


Traditions of the Ancients concerning the Soul. 


At the time of Christ’s appearance in Judea, there were two 
species of philosophy that generally prevailed throughout “ the 
civilized world ;” the one that of Greece, the other what is 
usually termed the Oriental. Both these were split into vari- 
ous sects, but with this distinction, that those which sprang 
trom the Oriental system all proceeded upon one common prin- 
ciple, and of course had many similar tenets, though they might 
differ as to some particular inferences and opinions; whilst 
those to which the philosophy of Greece gave rise, were divi- 
ded in opinion respecting the elements or first principles of 
wisdom, and were consequently widely separated from ear! 
other in the whole course of their discipline. The Apost! 
Paul in his writings is thought to have adverted to these sys- 
tems—to that of Greece in Col. ii. 8, and to the Oriental in | 
Tim. i. 4; iv.%; and vi. 20——in all which places he strongly 
warns Christians to beware of blending the doctrines of either 
with the simple gospel of Jesus Christ. ‘“ Happy,” says an ex- 
‘cellent writer, “ had it been for the Christian Church, could 
they have taken the admonition which was thus given them by 
the apostle; but vain and presumptuous man could not rest sa- 
tisfied with “ the truth as it is in Jesus ”»—the wisdom that lead: 
to eternal life, as it came pure from above; but must exercise 
his ingenuity in fruitless attempts to reconcile it; first of al! 
with the principles of the Oriental Philosophy, and afterwards 
to many of the dogmas of the Grecian sects.’ 

Of all the departments of revealed truth none has been mot’ 
successfully obscured by mythological philosophy, than the 
Constitution and destiny of Man. While the Mystery of In 
quity was secretly working, it blended the traditions of the 
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Greeks and Orientals with the pure doctrine of Jesus and his 
Apostles; so, that, when he, who restrained his uncontrolled 


operations was taken out of the way, he had prepared a system > 

of opinions, which gave birth to the dogmas of Purgatory, and = if 
its Protestant offspring of an xtherial intermediate State and a |) 
all the traditions thereto belonging. Illustrative of this remark, ey 


we shall present the reader with the traditions held by the an- 
cients of the several sects of Greek and Oriental philosophy. : 
If he is acquainted with the traditions of Romanists and Pro- im i 
testants he will be able to compare them with the tenets of the % 
Pagans, and to judge for himself of the justness of our remarks. SI 
Tue Epicureane, who placed the chief good in voluptuous | 
gratification, maintained, that the souls of men are born and 
perish. Paul seems to refer to their dogmas when he says, “If 
after the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at Ephesus | 
what does it advantage me, if the dead rise not? Let us eat ra 
and drink; for to-morrow we die ”—according to the doctrine 
of the Epicureans. It may be observed here, that Paul fixes 
his attention upon the period of the resurrection, when he will 
reap the advantage of having fought with wild beasts at Ephe- 
sus on account of the faith of Jesus. In none of his writings 
does he look for the great recompense of reward before that 
coming event. The scriptures deny this dogma of the Epicu- 
reans; for they teach, that “ living souls” or animal men, die, 
but do not perish under certain conditions. 
Tue Acapemics considered it a matter of doubt and uncer- 
tainty whether “ the soul ” was perishable or immortal. 
Tue Perivatetics insinuated, though they did not plainly 
teach, a disbelief of the soul’s future existence. 
Tue PLaronists considered the Deity as totally unconnect- 9 
pe With any material substance. ‘The souls of men they con- 4 
ceived to proceed from this pre-eminent source ; and as par- 
taking of its nature, to be ineapable of death. This is what 
ismeant by the soul’s being divine particula eure—a patti- 
cle of the divine essence. They believed, that the soul, during 
its continuance in the body, was in a state of imprisonment, 
and that we ought to endeavor, by means of contemplation, to 
set it free, and restore it to an alliance with the divine nature. 
“ag Sroics denied * the immortality of the soul.” 
ental Philosophers, though divided into a great variety of 
Sects, seem to have been generally agreed in believing, that a 
subordinate deity, whom they named Demiurcus, was the cre- 
ator of the world, which he peopled with men and other ani- | 
mals. “That this was originally dark, but that he illuminated a 
, with a ray of celestial light, either secretly stolen, or impart- 3 
, th the bounty of Burnos the pre-eminent Being, who 
chabits the Aion Pleroma, or everlasting region of light. That 
Dewronaus likewise communicated to the bodies he had form- 
ed, 
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and which would otherwise have remained destitute of 
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reason and uninstructed, except in what relates to mere anj- 
mal life, particles of the divine essence, or souls of a kindred 
nature to the Deity. 

Man therefore, while he continued in this world, they sup- 
posed to be compounded of two principles, acting in direct op- 
position to each other;—an earthly, corrupt, and vitiated bouy 
—and a soul partaking of the Deity, being derived from the 
region of purity and light. The soul or etherial part, being 
through its connexion with the body, confined as it were within 
a prison of matter, was constantly exposed to the danger of be- 
ing involved in ignorance, and acquiring every sort of evil pro- 
peusity, from the impulse and contagion of the vitiated mas: 
by which it was enveloped. To remedy this they supposed 
that Buruos sent imspired teachers into the world, much to th: 
displeasure of Demiurcus and his associate genii, who had re- 
belled against him; and who not only tormented, but slew th 
messengers of heaven. The minds or souls, that listened t 
the calls of Burnos by his messengers, they supposed, on ‘rw 
DISSOLUTION OF THEIR B)DIES TO BE DIRECTLY BORNE AWAY. 
PURE, ERIAL, AND DISENGAGED FROM EVERY THING GROSS OR M 
TERIAL, TO THE [MMEDIATE RESIDENCE OF GOD HIMSELF 3—whils 
those who rejected their admonitions, were denied the hope | 
exaltation alter death, and could only expect to migrate in! 
new bodies, suited to their base, sluggish, and degraded cond 
tion. When the grand work of setting free, all these minds 
or souls should be accomplished, God, it was supposed, woulc ‘ 
dissolve the fabric of this lower world. 

The moral discipline deduced from this system of philosoph\ 
by its votaries, was all made to bear upon the mortification o: 
the body ; so that the material frame being thus by every means 
weakened and brought low, the celestial spirit might the more 
readily escape from its contagious influence and regain its na- / 
tive liberty. 

Such were some of the things, which constituted “ the wis- 
dom of the wise” and the “ knowledge of the prudent ” of the 
Gentile world, at the time of Christ’s appearance upon the 
earth. Those who held them were wise and prudent in their 
own esteem. After all their speculations upon the Deity and 
the soul and body, or constitution of man, they were snehle to 
find out the truth. But this “ wisdom of the world” and of its’ 
rulers was not the wisdon taught by Paul among “rue per- 
rect.” The wisdom that he spoke was a secret to the world, 
and had been concealed until the proclamation of “ the truth’ 
as it is in Jesus.” The wisdom of God though esteemed fool- 
ishness, as at this day by the-wise, the prudent and the great 
did not teach “the perfect” the Oriental philosophy of th. 
a 


* Or as Protestants sing—* Borne on angels’ wings to heayen - 
Glad the summons to obey.” 
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“two principles.” Had it done so, it would have taught a 
“wisdom” unconcealed and therefore nota “mysterious wisdom.” 
This wisdom of the Greeks and Orientals God has determined 
to destroy ; as it is written, “1 will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the knowledge of the prudent.” Much of this spu- 
rious wisdom and knowledge has been destroyed; though 
much still remains to be done away. The original proclama- 
tion of the gospel emancipated many from the besotting influ- 
ence of this foolish wisdom ; the controversies of our age will 
disenthral a few of our contemporaries; but the world waits 
for the authoritative proclamation of the gospel of the Ever- 
lasting Age for the final extinction of the traditions, tales, and 
fictions, palmed upon it for “ the mysterious wisdom of God.” 

It is manifest, from the evidence adduced by various learned 
men, that in addition to superstitious observances, drawn from 
the religious worship of heathen nations, which were intro- 
duced and blended with those of divine institution, the Jews 
held many erroneous principles, probably brought from Baby- 
lon and Chaldea, by their ancastors at their return from capti- 
vity, or adopted by the inconsiderate multitude, in conformity 
to the example of their neighbors, the Greeks, the Syrians, and 
the Egyptians. We cannot therefore, expect to find their in- 
telligence as to divine things of a very superior description.— 
Their opinions and sentiments, however, respecting the Deity, 
the divine nature, the angels, demons, the souls of men, &c., 
appear to have been less extravagant, and formed on more ra- 
tional grounds, than those of any other nation. Though this 
was the case, they had g-adually incorporated with them so 
large a mixture of what was fabulous and absurd, as nearly to 
deprive the truth of all its force and energy. 

The Spiritual guides of Israel, whom Jesus terms blind 
leaders of the blind, were principally divided into Pharisees, 
Sadducecs, and Essenes. They held various and opposite tra- 
ditions : which were for the most part any thing but the wis- 
dom and revelation contained in the Law, the Prophets and 
the Psalms. They were spiritually blind, though they said 
“we see ;” and the people who believed them were blind also. 
Their opinions and sentiments therefore, are but of little con- 
sequence to those who would learn the true character of God, 

of his institution, or of the constitution of man. The Phari- 
sees believed in a resurrection to eternal life, and of a future 
state of rewards and punishments. T'he Sadducees denied 
the resurrection of the dead, and therefore, doomed mankind, 
without exception to perdition. Hence, as there was no here- 
paiter in their judgment, they considered that all rewards and 
punishments were restricted to this life. Jesus corrected this 
Rich moan dnd’ Lazarass th which he oly teoehe naleaes 
| : 7 Lazarus ; plainly taught them, and 
Se relerred to Moses and the Prophets in confirmation of what 
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he said.—that there was a future state, and that in that sia 
there were both rewards and punishments. 

The Essenes a third seet among the Jews, are divided | 
some ‘a torians into the practic al and theoretical Essenes.— 
"Lhe former were distributed over the countries of Syria. P» 
lestne and Egypt. Their faith was based on the Orient: 

} ophy. The y supposed the souls ot men to h: ive f; ilie 
hy a disas trous fate, from the regions of purity and light, 

ths bodies which they occupy ; during their continuanc: 
which they supposed them to be confined, as it were, withi: 
the walls of a loathsome dungeon. For this reason they did 
not believe in a resurrection of the Animal Man; although | 
was their opinion that the soul would be rewarded or punished 
ina future state according to its deserts. This is practical}, 
tue doctrine of Protestants. They cultivated great abstinenc: 
as do the Romanists on certain day s, allowing themselves but 
little bodily nourishment or gratification, from an apprehensio: 
tat the immortal spirit might be thereby encumbered : 
weighed down. It was their endeavor, too, by cozstant medi- 
tation, to withdraw the mind as much as possible from the con 
ti wious influence of the corrupt mass by which it was unhap- 
pily enveloped. 

The theoretical Essenes withdrew themselves to solitary 
places. In this state of seclusion from the world and its con- 
cerns, they studied to reduce and keep the body low, by allow. 
ing it nothing beyond the most slender subsistence, and as fa 
as possible, to detach and disengage the soul from it by perpe- 
tual contemplation, so that the immortal spirit might in ¢eti- 
ance of its corporeal imprisonment, be kept constantly aspi 
ring after its native liberty and light, and be prepared ini 
mediate ly onthe dissolution of the body, to re-ascend to thos: 
celestial regions from whence it originally sprang. They 
practised in their weekly assemblies certain parts of Shaker 
ism with considerable energy. They followed up a feast on 
bread, water, and salt with a “sacred dance.” At first the 
men and women danced in two separate parties; but at length 
their minds or souls according to their own account, kindling 
with a sort of divine ecstasy, ‘the two companies joined i in one, 
mutually striving, by various shouts and songs of the most ve- 
hement kind, accompanied with the most extravagant motions 
and gesticulations of the body, to manifest the fervent glow of 
that divine love with which they professed to be inflamed.— 
“To such an extent of folly” says Mr. Jones, “may men be 
led by the spirit of enthusiasm, and in consequence of their en- 
iertaining erroneous principles respecting the Deity, and the 
origin of the human soul !” 

When we review these opinions of the ancients, we cannot 
wonder at the reception which Paul’s proclamation met with. 
by the Epicureans and Stoics at Athens. He announced t 
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them, as he did to all, not the resurrection of “immortal souls,’ 

or the | ‘re-union of human spirits with their bodies, ar 
the re-animation of mortal bodies by the Spirit of God. in 
order that they might live for ever in the enjoyment of life, 
or that they might be punished with the second death ; as it 
is written, IF the spirit of Him who raised up Jesus from the 
dead, dwell in you, (this is the condition;) he who raised up 
Christ from the dead, will also make alive your mortal bodies, 


by his Spirit that dwells in you."—And a gain, “if you live ac- 
cording to the _— you shall div,” that is, you shall die the 
second death: but if, throuzh the Spirit, you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you shali /ive;” that is. < ry ever in the en- 
joyment of life. 

~ The doctrine of Christ concerning a resurrection from the 
dead and an eternal judg ruacal Was \ ell « Ci . ulated to put tosi- 
lence the ignorance of the foolish philo ers aad sectarists of 
the Jewish and Gentile worlds. It taught “the m the absolute 
mortality of Man as @ whole; that this mortality was super- 


induced by the transgression of God’s law by the first Man, 

and that consequently, the w ld was in a perishing state ; 
that as all men were entirely mortal as well as actual trans- 
gressors, no man could redeem his brother at any price; that 
God, notwithstanding the wick ine ss of man, loved the world 
which he had made, and which once he had pronounced “all 
very good ;” that lis unrequited love prompted him to save the 
world from extinction ; that in order to do this, he sent his 
Son into the world, i): at hosvever of the world should believe 

on him may not perish, but cbiain the opposite, which is eter- 
nal life. The haiiee. ot f Chris t:ught men, that in him, The 
Word of God, was life: that Iie, and ot “immortal souls ?— 
was the Life of the World; that He was the Lord of Life ;— 
that those who would not reecive hin should not see life, but 
should abide the vengeance of the Aimigity, who would de- 
stroy them with “an everlasting destruction,” depriving them 
of “soul and bi dy,” by “the damnation of Hell” which is 
“the Second Death.” 

How different is this doctrine from the traditions of the an- 
cient and modern schools of the wise and prudent of the world. 
Jt presents eternal life as the reward of virtue, or obedience to 
God. It sets it forth as the spontaneous gift of his own bene- 
volence ; it makes Him, and not mor! \l bodies, the depository 


of the life of man. Ji magnifies the g -y and renown of Jesus 
through whom alone the grace, gift, vor of life is bestow- 
ed. It makes him the object of earn xpectation : of an ar- 


dent hope, that he will soon appear «© bring his reward of 


life with him for all his faithful ‘ul! rs. It increases the 


value of the gospe! a hundred fold; t, and it alone, is the 
power of God to salvation from sin ‘he second death. 
E.prror. 
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STRICTURES ON 
CAMPBELLISM3* 
Reprinted from the Appendix to W. Jones’s Sermons. 


Havinc. towards the close of the preceding Sermon, made 2 
slight allusion to some of the tenets of a contemporary author. 
viz. Mr. Alexander Campbell, of Bethany, Brooke county, jn 
the State ot Virginia, U. S., I have thought it might not be al- 
together without its use, but, indeed, in some measure, neces. 
sary, to add further particulars, in this place, concerning that 
distinguished individual, and his writings, so far as they have 
hitherto come under my inspection; it being manifest, that 


these things could not, with any propriety, have been introdu- 
ced into a Sermon. 


In a monthly publication, which I edited during a part of the 
years 1835 and 1836, under the title of the “ Mittenniar Har- 
BINGER,’ and which extended to two volumes, 12mo., I laid 
before the public a short account of my first acquaintance with 
that gentleman, accompanied with some details of his persona! 
history, copies of a correspondence which had passed between 
him and myself, together with copious extracts from his wri- 


* These are printed in a pamphlet of 20 super-royal pages, which has jus' 
been forwarded to us by our fnends in England. We have not room foi 
the whole of itin this number. It will be continued in the next. TI 
cause of these “Strictures” seeing the light may be gleaned from page | 
where Mr. Jones says—‘these strictures are extorted from me by the in 
disctetion of certain persons in this country who have much too hast!) 
adopted Mr. Campbell's opinions as the standard of their creed, and ar 
now industriously propagating them, to the unsettling of churches, and | 
is greatly to be feared, to the subverting of many individuals from the faith 
of the gospel.”’—In connexion with this, the following extracts from a let- 
ter from England, accounts pretty satisfactorily for the spirit of something 
which the reader can characterize, displayed throughout the performanece— 
“ Yesterday, Saturday May 5th, we received by post from Mr. Jones, 
“ Strictures on Campbellism,” I intend sending these said strictures to you 
by this packet as it treats of your ability in reducing souls to nonentities by 
a chemical test. The “dearly beloved brother Campbell” whom Mr. Jones 
once so highly approved, has been by his writings more extensively ap- 
proved than the old gentleman likes, and now he cannot stop the minds of 
the people. It wasjust as he served ; he was not to go beyond his 
limits in teaching—" I cannot meet with any likeminded here (in London) 
—I cannot now agree with the existing state of things, for I am quite un- 
settled in the faith and order of “the churches,” though not in the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. As for Mr. Jones’, where for afew months I did 
unite, they are reduced to about five or six. Such splitting, and dividing, 
and slandering, that really, though they came the nearest to primitive order, 
jt was not possible to stay quietly; therefore it was better to depart. There 
were many who approved of- ’s teaching while he attended there ;— 
and really, I believe, the old gentleman wasrather jealous, and exceedingly 
watchful Jest he should express a sentiment not exactly in aecordance with 
his own creed.” 


But we forbear any further remarks upon these “ Strictures” till they are 
fully before the reader. 


EDIroR. 
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tings, Which are now become voluminous. To those who have 
perused the pages of the work just referred to, it can be no se- 
eret, that my sentiments, on some doctrinal points, differ from 
those of Mr. Campbell, as | then understood him; and it was 
a material object with me, both in commencing and continuing 
the correspondence, to elicit further information, and come to 
a better understanding of the doctrinal sentiments, maintained 
by him and his friends, as well as of the general principles on 
which they proceed in contending for a Reformation of the 
Christian Church in that extensive region, in which they are 
said to have succeeded to an astonishing degree. 

Mr. Campbell was known to have obtained considerable ce- 
lebrity, by several public disputations which he had held, dur- 
ing a course of years ; two of them on the subject of Baptism, 
with ministers of the Presbyterian denomination (1 believe )— 
and a third with Robert Dale Owen, Esq., formerly of New 
Lanark, in Scotland, an avowed infidel, on the Evidences of 
Christianity,—a debate held at the city of Cincinnati, State ot 
Ohio, and which lasted from the 13th to the 21st of April, 1829. 
On these occasions, and more especially the last of them, Mr. 
Campbell was considered to have evinced extraordinary talents, 
such as secured hirn a well earned popularity, and could not 
fail to gain attention to the various productions of his prolific 
pen. ‘To which let me add, that the extracts which were pro- 
duced from month to month in the London Millennial Harbin- 
ger, and which comprise some of the very choicest of his wri- 
tings, could scarcely fail to whet the appetite of his readers on 
this side the Atlantic, and make them anxious for a more gen- 
eral acquaintazce with them. 

Mr. Campbell has now been before the public as an author, 
but chiefly as the Editor of a monthly publication, or religious 
magazine, for about fifteen years. His first work, entitled the 
“ Christian Baptist,” commenced in 1823, and having run a 
successful career of seven years, comprising a volume a year, 
came to its termination at the end of 1829. This work, after 
going through two or three editions, in its original form, viz. 
seven volumes 12mo., and having undergone a careful revision 
by its able editor, was once more issued from the press, in a 
greatly improved form, the entire seven volumes, with the 
omission of a few trifling and unimportant articles, being cast 
into one large volume of the size of royal octavo, in double co- 
lumns, and stereotyped. 

Of this work, though I differ from its able conductor in sey- 
eral things, as already mentioned, I have no hesitation in offer- 
ing it as my opinion, that it comprises much that is deserving 
of the serious attention of the people of this part of the world ; 
and viewing it in that light, I imported, in the course of last 

year, about twenty-five copies for the gratification of a few 
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friends, none of whom were, I believe, disappo'nted with 1) 
book. 

In the year 1830, Mr. Campbell commenced a new period- 
ical of a more elaborate cast, under the title of the‘* Millennia! 
Harbinger,” printed in octavo, and of which also seven vol. 
umes are now before the public. Of this production, however, 
[ am compelled to speak in far more qualified terms than | 
have done of his “‘ Christian Baptist.” 1 would not, indeed, 
be understood as denying, that Mr. C. is still in the Harbinger, 
the same uncompromising advocate of Reform, as he was in 
the Christian Baptist: but, then, many of the topics which oc 
cupied his pen in this last- -mentioned work, were exhausted i 
it ; and such of them as have, from time to time, been intro- 
duced into the new work, have lost their racine ess—the Vv Want 
the grace of novelty: the reader is apt to say, “we h ave had 
this before, again and again—it palls. upon the appetite.”—but 
this is not all. 

While engaged in publishing the Christian Baptist, M: 
Campbell presented himself to us in a different attitude from 
what he does in the Harbinger. In the former, we view hin 
in the light of an enquirer after truth. He looks around him 
and surveying the professing world, he finds it a mass of cor 
ruption—a sink of iniquity. Even among the strictest sect of 
professors, “ their fear of God is taught by the precepts of men, 

—and he forms the noble resolution of essaying a Reforma- 
tion. He adopts from the “living oracles,” a few first princi- 
ples, and endeavors to carry them out to their legitimate con- 
sequences. But he advances with slow and cautious step— 
ever and anon looking back to the principles from which he 
set out, and rarely dogmatizing. He is ready to receive light 
from whatever quarter it may spring up and shine upon his 
path. In proof of this, I might adduce his correspondence with 
Messrs. Semple and Broaddus, two able ministers of the Bap 
tist denomination, residmg in his vicinity, and whose letters 
will be found in my Millennial Harbinger. But in the publi- 
cation which succeeded to the Christian Baptist, Mi. Camp- 
bell is no longer the enquirer after truth; he has changed 
that character for the bold dogmatist—the champion of a par- 

ty ; he is surrounded by a host of writers, who pour in their 
lucubrations upon him in endless profusion; and instead of 
calling into exercise a discriminating judgment, and selecting 
such papers as are calculated to advance the cause of truth, he 
throws open the columns of his Journal to all kinds of trash, 
till the whole is little better than a chaotic mass, with which 
the Editor himsélf is evidently bewildered. And glad should 
I be, did the evil extend no further than this ; but a careful ex- 
amination of his later productions excites my deep alarm, that 
he is, himself, subverted from the faith of the Gospel! I am 
well aware of the surprise, and perhaps, itignaliens which. 











‘is avowal will excite in the breasts of some, whom I former- 
y numbered among my friends; but, having expressed my ap 
Eaacens, I consider myself imperiously called upon to stat 

the grounds on which they are founded. 

As the limits of an “ Appendix ” will not allow me to go at 
full length into the subject, and that 1 may also abridge my la 
bor, I shall. for the present, confine myse If to three points, on 
each of which I consider Mr. C ampbeil as having departed 
frum * the form of sound words ’—* the faith once delivered 
to the saints.” ‘These are, lst,—the corruption of human na- 
ture, or the innate natural de ‘pravity of mankind, 2.—'The ue 
cessity of divine influence to give the Gospel its saving effect 
in regeneration and sanctification, And 3. —His maintaining 
the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, and the actual wasi- 
iug away of sin by immersion. 

Now as re spe cts the first of these points, name ‘ly, * the tota! 
depravity ” of mankind, in consequence of the corruption of hu- 
nan Nature, through the fall of our foederal head, I am free to 

‘onfess, thi it, if anything contrary to the rece ived doctrine, on 
hat subject, is to be found in the “Christian Baptist,” it has 

uded my vigilance, and I think I have searched with some 
ire, I admit, indeed, that we no where find Mr. Campbell 
ating the doctrine with the c learness, perspicuity, and power, 
hat is done in the writings of the prophets and apostles, in 
tie passages referred to in my last two Sermons. Neverthe- 
less, L have not found him any where in that work entering 
his protest against it; and my opinion Is, that at that time, hi 
had no intention of impugning it. The first violent attack that 
[find made upon it in his publications, may be seen in the 
“Millennial Harbinger,” vol. ii. for the year I831, in which are 
three essays, signed “ Moses,” which are respective ly entitled 
“Total Depravity and Metaphysical Regeneration.” In these 
papers we are told, that the phri ise‘ total depravity Was chris- 
tened by Austin, baptized by Calvin, and immersed by Doctors 


Gill and Fuller,’”—p. 361. We are further informed, that “this 
doctrine is the nonry of a poisoned cup, and the sting of a ser- 
pent’s embrace.” And, as though this,were not enough, it is 


further added, that “ such heresy as this is Worse than all the 
pride, avarice, ambition, and lewdness, and all the other crimes 

which are committed in the land of ‘orthodoxy. It is more 
deadly than the fangs and stings of the aspick,”—p. 363. 


Now, the reader will naturally expect, that a writer who, 


would not seruple to use language like this, as to a doctrine 
that has been currently received among Christians, according 
to his own confession, for fourteen or fifteen hundred years, 
would, as a matter of course, furnish us with a satisfactory ex- 
planation of those direct testimonies, both of prophets and 
apostles, which appear wo us to inculcate the doctrine of “ hu- 
man depravity,” such as Gen. vi. 5, and: vili,. 21: Psalm xiv, 
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and li.5; Rom. iti. passim ; Eph. ii. 1—3; with many others: 
but we look in vain for any thing of that kind: The only thing 
attempted, is to cull a few texts from the Old Testament, 1 
one of which does he understand or rightly apply, seeing tha 
they all refer to the Sinai Covenant, aud its temporal blessing, 
though adduced by the writer to prove the liberty of the humar 
will, and that man has the power and ability to repent and tur 
to God without divine aid! 

I am aware, however, that it will be objected to me, that thy 
E.ditor of a pe riodical cannot justly be held accountable fo 
every sentiment that may be contained in the writings of thos: 
who contribute to his journal ; and that unless it can be prove) 
that the person who signs himself “ Moses,” is Alexande: 
Campbell, my complaints go for nothing. 

Now this I freely admit,—-that I do not believe Mr. Camp- 
bell was the writer of those three papers. I believe they wi 
written by his friend Walter Scott, of Carthage, in the Stat 
of Ohio; and I shall produce my reasons for thinking sO. 

| have now lying before me, a publication of which that cen. 
tleman is the Editor, entitled, “ The Evangelist,” and in vol. 
iil. p. 151, I find a praLoaus, relating to this ‘same subject 
from which I shall produce a ‘short extract. 

* JONATHAN.—Sir, it would gratify your humble servant : 
a little, to know precisely what are your views of human «i 
pravity, and the relation of that doctrine to the Gospel, 
preached for the remission of sins. 

Eviror.—My dear Jonathan, I am happy it is permitted, m 
even enjoined us by our holy religion, to study to please, au 
to edify each other in the great matters of faith and hope. Th 
doctrine about which you enquire, however, comes not within 
the purview of either faith or hope, and cannot, therefore, { 

a legitimate topic of Christian conversation. In fact, it has 1 D 
foundation either in nature or religion, so far as I am a Jud; 

for neither the phrase, nor even the words which form th 
phrase, are once found in the Holy Scriptures; and, in shor, 
I know nothing about it. 

Jonarnan.—Brother Scott, you surprise me; are you 4 
preacher of the Gospel, and know nothing of human depravit 
And is it possible that neither the phrase, nor the em thai 
compose the phrase, are found in the whole field of the divin 
vocabulary ? 1 must have mistaken the phrase: Yes, it was 
total depravity, | meant. 

Eprror.—My dear Jonathan, pardon me; but I know nothin: 
about depravity human or total: the word fotal is as periec 
an exotic in the field of Christian theology, as the word hv 
man, or even depravity itself. None of all of them is a Bible 
word; and therefore the’r use is very questionable ; at ai 
events, | know nothing about the doctrine, and it is most ce! 
tain, “fi care nothing about 1t.” 
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This, I think it will be allowed on all hands, is pretty point- 
ejand explicit! But, had the same question been put to the 
apostle Paul, does the reader think that he would have return- 
ed the same answer? Nay, verily; we may easily judge what 
answer he would have returned, by a reference to Rom. iii. & 
Eph. ii.; and if Mr. Walter Scott, neither knows, nor cares, 
anything about ‘human depravity,” he is a very unfit man to 
preach the Gospel; at any rate Ais Gospel cannot be the iden- 
tical,—original Gospel, tae 

















Sovereign balm for every wound, 
And cordial for our fears,” 









which the first heralds of salvation proclaimed: for in their 
message of peace and reconciliation, the doctrine of “ human | 
depravity ’—total depravity, and the Gospel of divine grace, sf 
answered to each other, as disease and remedy. Yet this same 







Walter Scott is one of the persons in whom Mr. Campbell ‘ t 
slories as being so able a coadjutor in the work of Reform! It ft 






the reader will take the trouble to turn to my * Millennial Har- e 
binger,” vol. i. p. 342, he will find the following lines as a part ) 
of one of his letters to me. 

“Brother Jones, tell Scotland that one of her sons, Walter 
Seott, of Edinburgh, has been my associate for more than 
twelve years, and now edits the ‘Evangelist,’ in Carthage, 
Ohio. He came to America a Presbyterian, was immersed by 
one of the Haldanean School, and was the first of our Evan- 
gelists to re-publish, viva voce, with eflect, the Jerusalem Gos- 
pel, in the forests of Ohio, reclaimed from the Indians.” 

But I proceed to another article of Campbellism. In one of 
his letters to me, written during the last year, Mr. Camp- 
bell remarks, that there is no one doctrine of the Gospel that 
has given rise to more controversy, or been the source of more 
litigation among them, in the United States, than that of the 
“influences of the Holy Spirit.” (See Millennial Harbinger, 
vol. i. p. 328.) L was no way surprised at this; I should, in , 
deed, have been greatly surprised, had the case been other- 
wise. He might, with great justice, have taken up, or ended 
the complaint with, “ quorum pars magna fu 3” for though 
he has written elaborately on the subject—what has he done? 
He has continually been philosophising on an article of pure 
revelation—saying and unsaying—until he has come, at last, 
to deny the doctrine altogether, in its most essential points, 
namely, its absolute necessity to give effect to the written 
word, causing it to enter the mind of a sinner, enlighten his 
understanding, make its way to the conscience and the meet, 
and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience o 
Christ. In fact, his conduct, as relates to the point in hand, 


exhibits a melancholy instance of human versatility, and I say 
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it with unfeigned regret ; but having made the charge, | {| 
‘pound in honor to substantiate it.— 70 be continued in our 
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Jamestown, Ohio, June 17th, 1837 
Dear Brother Thomas, 

I have no disposition to enter into con- 
troversy with you, believing as I do, that when a man once 
takes a stand he hates to be beaten, and that when he is bear- 
en he hates to acknowledge it. 

But at the same time I feel disposed to speak freely upoy 
some of the topics introduced by you in the “ Advocate.”— 
That of Erernat Lire being the most important. Your pro- 
position is that Eternal life is conditional, and your conclusion 
is, that none but such as comply with the conditions can ob- 
tain it. This reasoning seems fair and conclusive, and I haye 
no disposition to impugn it. But notwithstanding this may |x 
strictly true in regard to all that are spoken fo in the Scriptures, 
still 1 am not sure that it is true in regard to all that are spoken 
of, in the scriptures. God has spoken of infants frequently. 
vut he has not spoken to them, consequently there are no con- 
ditions submitted for their acceptance or refusal, and because 
they cannot comply with the conditions proposed to adults. 
you conclude they cannot be saved at all. 

You are not the first I think that has come to this conclu 
sion, from reasoning upon the premises. 1| think it probable 
that the Apostles once before Pentecost, came to the same 
conclusion—and forbid that infants should be brought to Jesus 
to receive blessings from him, but Jesus reproved their interfe- 
rence in the matter, and commanded them to be brought, and 
he laid his hands on them and blessed them; and I conclude 
that they remain blessed to the present day no one having 
had the power to curse them, or to wrest them from him. 

Men have at different times, busied themselves about tly 
Salvaiton of Infants, and have tried in some way to apply the 
(Gospel to them, finding that faith and repentance could not be 
applied. They have tried to save them by proxy, taking the 
faith of parents, or of godfathers and godmothers, in the room 

of the child’s faith, and then baptising the child for the remis- 
sion of its hereditary sin, inherited from Adam, &c. 
All these untaught proceedings might have been saved, had 
men used common sense about the matter, and not in their 
‘own vain imaginations supposed that'God ought to have given 
some directions to men about the salvation of infants in the 
scriptures. But God knowing that men could do nothing for 
them in that respect, gave no directions about them. But he 
‘gave many charges to parents, guardians, and christians in re- 
gard to their sustenance, and education. Hence the care ol 
‘widows and orphan children was committed to the saints, 











ay 
ena Jesus will hold them accountable fur neglect of duty, when 
he comes to settle up with his stewards. 

This shews that God cares for Infants, and that he has use 
for them, as well as for adults. And he has wisely withhe 
a direct revelauion in relation to their future destiny, lest so: 
fanatic should command that they should be killed in ovder 1 
vive therm a sure passport to heaven. 

if infants are not included ia the common saivation, throug s 
Jesus Christ our Lord, why did he himself enter into the wou 
of the virgin, and pass through all the stages of life, ttom cu 
brio to manhood? 

As by Adam/’s transgression all die, so by Christ’s oocdien: 
shall all be made alive. And this is all the salvation thu 
fants need, never having transgressed the law of God, i> 
need no salvation from sin. 

Affectionate ly yours, 
Nie WN AN 
: 


P.'S. Iam well pleased with your Essay on the Deaccy 
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REPLICATION. 
Dear Brother, 

You will perceive that another of -your interes! 
ing and pithy epistles has come to hand. They are alwe. 
acceptable, whether their design be to teach, convince, correct 
controvert, or approbate my sayings or doings. ‘Their spi: 
beiug anything but that of denunciation, I cannot but weleou- 
their visits. [like to peruse the:n, though I inay not alway 
agree with the things they speak. ‘(hey contain many (Uuing- 
in few words, which is a most excellent quality in a letter cc 
in any other document. Well then, as to the one betore us. 

| hope you will be always disposed to controvert whatever 


of mine you believe to be contrary to the word of teath. Mind, 


¢ yntrary to tie word of truth, not because contrary to the word 
ofmen; for then I should have more writing todo than i could 
well effoct without the aid of numerous amanuenses or sub- 
editors. I hope the reasoa you assign will not operate again-t 
this disposition ; for, believe me, nothing will atiord me were 
real satisfaction than to be beaten from every erroneous posi- 
tion; and when beaten—fairly and argumentatively beaten, | 
trust I never shail be so mean-spirited as not to acknowledge it. 
{ have everything to lose by error, and everything to gam by 
truth. 

| cannot admit the distinction you make as to those whoare 
spoken ¢o, ant who are spoken of What is religion estabiisii- 
e| uon the earth for? I conceive, as a part of a grand scheme 
of things, to contribute its influence to the restoration of ai! 
things to the state in which they wereybefore man fell; wheu 
God saw all that he had made, and behold it was very gos, 
| 
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It is designed then to establish upon the renewed earth, a race 
of inhabitants—men and women—who shall be all “very good.” 
To whom has religion in its several dispensations, been ad- 
dressed 7—] rep iy to intellectual, moral:and animal beings* 
—that is, to individuals in the exercise of these faculties. 
These very good people who are to be the population of the re- 
novated earth will every one of them be persons who have been 
the intelligent inhabitants of the old earth as it now is. I say 
in their then antecedent state, they will have been intelligent; 
else how can they sing the new song concerning their redemp- 
tion by the blood of Jesus: can one who is unconsious of hay- 
ing sinned sing of redemption by blood 2? God promised Abra- 
ham, that he should be “the heir;(tou kosmou) of the world.” 
This world is yet to come. It was promised Abraham “ through 
a righteousness of faith.” Do you think any can possibly con- 
stitute a part of that world, who do not partake of it as Abra- 
ham will—through faith? Whoever is recognized as a citi 
zen of the Great Nation of the Redeemed, who are to inhabit 
the earth renewed, must be the descendant of Abraham. As 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.”—“ You are all the sons of God through the faith by 
Christ Jesus.” Faith in the blood of Jesus and immersion then 
are necessary to become sons of God, and Christ’s. “And if 
you are Christ’s, certainly you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise’ made to him while a Gentile, that 
he should be the heir of the world.—Pray, my brother, can you 
tell me how unconsious babes can become Abraham’s seed by 
faith in Christ? The fact is, the only difficulty in the case 
arises from the traditions of the spiritualists. Calvimists are 
for sending them to hell if non-elect ;—and Universalists are 
for sending them ali to heaven. But, in my judgment, they 
“err not knowing the scriptures.” Babes are born into the 
world unconscious of everything intellectual, moral, or animal. 
What loss would the extinction of their being be to them ?- 
What honor or glory would accrue to God by a world of such 
inhabitants ? Place them in the world of which Abraham is 
the hein; what then? Are they there as babes or full grown 
men and women? J cannot now write ali that suggests itsel! 
to my mind ; but my conviction 1s, that they are neither “lost” 
nor “ saved” in a religious or scriptural sense; but being born 
unconscious, having existed unconscious, and dying uncon- 
scious, unconscious they remain—that is, they cease to be. 
What an outcry some well meaning people make at the idea 
of unconscious beings not flourishing in heaven, which will be 
pre-eminently a moral and intellectual state! Calvinists be- 


*By Paul’s expression, “ the whole person, the spirit, the soul, and the 


body,” I understand, an mtellectual, moral, and anima! "Y apoce The words 
spirit, soul, and body are constantly and interchangably used for one 
another as well as for the whole man. 
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feve that some infants are elected to eternal life without eithe 
faith or ebedience; and that others are elected to damnation 

to all eternity ;* yet these believers in such a monstrous absurd- 

ity can raise a hue and cry against me, because [ maintain 

that the scriptures leave an unconscious being that dies uncon- 

scious in his unconsciousness for ever. 

Some imagine that because nothing is said in scripture as 
to the destiny of infants that therefore they will go to heaven. 
{ confess, | can discover no such ther2fore in the premises.— 
Shall.I say, that because the scriptures says nothing about the 
destiny of Julius Caesar by name, that therefore he will partake 
in the resurrection of the righteous? And yet one is just as 
consequent as the other; and that is not at all. It appears to 
me that God deals more in positives than negatives. He is 
not like some “ divines ” who say, ‘‘I cannot tell you what the 
thing is; but [ can tell you what it is not.” It is not “ yea and 
nay,” with Him: but ‘“ Amen” when he reveals a thing. 

But God has as certainly revealed the destiny of infants 
and of Julius Cesar as he has plainly made known the way of 
eternal life. Man whether we regard him as male or female, 
infant or adult, is absolutely mortal. This the scriptures teach. 
People talk about “ the immortality of the soul ;” but Jehovah 
says “ the soul that sinneth it shall die,” that isy eternally.— 
Some souls then are not to die; and who are these? * Those 
of the race of man who obey the truth. This the scriptures 
teach. The condition then upon which Mortal Man may be- 
come Immortal or an heir of Eternal life is oppprence To THE 
rruTH, It is obvious then, that those who do not, and can 
not obey the truth cannot live for ever: hence the destiny of 
infants and of Julius Cesar is certaim as far.as regards an eter- 
nal existence in the heavenly state. Whether Julius Cesar, 
who never heard the truth, will be raised with the rejectors of 
the truth to suffer punishment is another question; this I am 
persuaded by the positive tenor of the doctrine of Jesus as to 
eternal life, that infants will be raised neither to suffer punish- 
iment nor to enjoy a life of which they were never conscious. 

It is surpris‘ng that ever the doctrine of the eternal life of 
infants should have been discovered in the, saying of Jesus— 
“Permit the children to come to me and do not forbid them ; 
for of such is the kingdom of God;” yet one need scarcely 


*That this is no fiction will appear from the writings of Calvin the foun- 
der of Presbyterianism, and the Arch-pcrverter of the faith of Christ. He 
says: “and so even infants bring their damnation with them from: their 
mother’s womb, for although they have not yet produced the fruits of their 
miquity, they have the seed of it inclosed within them. Nay their whole 
nature, is, as it were, a seed of sin: so that it cannot be otherwise than 
odious and abominable to God.” See Inst. Lib. iv. c. 15.910. And asto 
the elect, his disciples say, “ Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, 
and saved by Christ, through the Spirit, who worketh. when, and where, 
and how. he pleaseth.”—Confession of Faith, 
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woader at this, since “divines 
oaby sprinkling ! 
The passage in which this text is, when stripped of the mysti- 
crsms of human folly and conceit, appears tome simply toamount 
‘this. Jesus was renowned for the efficac y of his touch. By 
‘yuching the sick, he healed many diseases ; as also by layir: 
on of hands or by touch, the Apostles subsequently imparte, 
‘> their disciples the gilts of the Spirit. On the present ocea- 
‘ion Jesus was conversing with the people and teaching them 
oy similitudes. In the context, he had been showing, tha: 
* every one who exalts himself shall be abased; and he tha: 
numbles himself shall be exalted.” bout this time, he was 
interrupted in his discourse by certain (perhaps mothers, who 
seem ever sinee to have been more absorbed in, their infants 
than in the wisdom of the Holy One of God: I mean no offence 
however, to the ladies by this remark) who brought mfarts to 
nim that he might fowch them. If] were asked why they did 
this; I should say, I suppose, they expected some virtue would 
be imparted tothem. Or they might have done it in the same 
spirit that fond parents introduce their little ones to the rotice 
of their visitors ; that they may admire them, and pronounce 
‘vem fine boys and girls, and predict some happy life in store 
for them. » Hlowever this may have been, the disciples, whose 
minds were engaged in listening to the gracious words which 
distilled fiom his lips, considered the presentation of the infants 
as inopportune ; for they rebuked them, or ordered them to 
stand Edie, This well-intentioned oificiousness of the disci- 
ples, the Master corrected, by calling them to him, end say ing, 

“ Permit the children to come to me, and do not forbid them ° 
and, as be had justbeen insisting upon the necessity of humil- 
ity in the disposition of those who would be justified of God, 
he took oceasion still further to urge it upon their attention by 
setting forth these children as the type of the dispositions of 
those who constitute the kingdom of God; saying, “for of sue! 

s the kingdom of God.” He did not mean by “this that the 
\ ‘ngdom of God was to be made up of natural infants ; for “that 
which is born of the flesh is flesh,” and unless it be “ born ¢ again 
if cannot enter the kingdom of God.” But he evidently intend- 
ed to teach, that ajl who would “enter therein” must be of as 
docile or teachable, tractable, and humble a disposition as a 

ehild: for, says he, “whoever w ny not re ceive the kingdom of 
God as a child shall never enter it.’ 

The humble and teachable disposition that is required in can 
d:dates for the citizenship of the Kingdom, is a humility and 
docility towards God. Not that we are to be i imperious towards 

~en ; but this is not the idea contemplated in the text. When 
our minds come into contact with the scriptures then they 
sh ‘ould dismiss every prejudice, every notion, every conceit 
that has been instilled into them by the ‘fiyrse, the pnest, o¢ 
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can see in it the dogma of 
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te schoolmaster. As to the instructions of these we should 
not be too teachable, too docile, or too humble. We should 
take nothing they say for granted ; but prove all things regard- 
j»ss of woo propounds the.n, and hold fast that which is good, 
thouzh believed by the pope himself. But the childlike humil- 
ity inculeated by Jesus is beautifully illustrated in the simili- 
tude of the Publican and the Pharisee, the former humbled 
himself before God, the latter exalted himself; the consequence 
was taat God exalted the Publican by justifying him, and 
abased the Pharisee by paying no attention to his prayer, The 
Publican, had the right disposition to enter the kingdom from 
which the self-righteous Pharisee was excluded. 

You conclude that these children remain blessed to this day. 
Very well, I will not dispute your conclusion. Their remain- 
ing blessed, however, will depend upon their having been born 
again when of mature age, if indeed they ever arrived at that 
stage of human life. I presume, you do not mean to say, that 
because a particular blessing was pronounced upon these whom 
Jesus touched, therefore all other infants are blessed in like 
manner. If they remain blessed at this day, itis because, after 
being born again, they have “ persevered in well doing ” and 
will therefore be “ requited at the resurrection of the just.” 

As to infants being subject to a blessing or a curse, I would 
observe, that in a certain sense, we are all under a curse and 
they withus. They partake of the curse of disease, pain, and 
death. This I believe is about the sum and substance of the 
curse they are the subject of. If war, famine, pestilence, or 
earthquake come upon a country they partake of the calamities 
which are shorn however, of all their horrors inasmuch as they 
are devoid of suffering by anticipation, which ts certainly a 
blessing. 

No one who understands the Gospel need puzzle himself 
about ‘* the salvation of infants.” It is a dogma of the priests 
by which they make money, and build up their unholy craft. 
They have invented the dogma of the imputation of original 
sin by which they make out that infants are in danger of hell 
fire.* They have invented a rhantism or rite of sprinkling, 
by which to wash away this sin, and fit them for heaven. If 
they die unsprinkled, some of them will not bury them in “con- 
secrated ground ;” for “ they have died as dies a dog.” They 
“regenerate” a sinful child, and wash away its original sin b 
sprinkling it in the name of the Father, &c! Infants are at 
subjects for the rites of superstition; for its all amen to them! 
And thus it is by these inventions, that Antichrist has conjured 
up a “Salvation” and ‘damnation of imfants,” and so far 





*They have taught, though I believe they are: getting ashamed of the 
dogma, that “there are infants in hell a span long!’ Merciful priests!— 
And nothing can save them but besprinkling their faces with holy water! 
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hpodwinked the world as to cajole the most of it into its ;. 
ception ! 

God does indecd care for infants and has use for them tec 
They are the men and women of a rising race. Jt is the Cur 
therctore cf Christian parents to train them up in the way the; 
should go, and when they are old they will not depart from it 
It is parents who are responsible tor the future de ‘stny of their 
infants. If they bring them up in the nurture and admcnitioy 
of the Lord, then indeed these infants will partake with the) 
parents in the resurrection of the just. It is lamentable to be 
hold the neglect of Christian parents in this matter. ‘They 
seem as if they cared for the salvation only of themselves.— 
Their litUe innocents are left to fo] le W the natural tendency of 
their minds to evil. This appears io be no oflence in their sight: 
while to say, that the scriptures tea hi in efiect the everlast ¢ 
unco nsciousness of uneenscious babes, is viewed with a pious 
horror, in my judgme nt more pret ne aa than real. But away 
with such hypocrisy ! ‘Let parents show their philoprogeni. 
tiveness by leading them into the way of eternal life; and net 
by vapid lackadaisical exclamations about a matter, which 
after all eflects them neither one Way nor the other. 

The reason why the Word beca me a natural infant was thar 
it might become the Son of Man, b aving a nature in the like 
ness ‘of the seed of Abraham, cr o ; the Je ws. Had he hot pas- 
sed through all the stages of life from embryo to manhecd he 
could never have become the man Christ Jesus. Asan infant 
he could have been no sin offering : for where would have been 
the fitness of the sacrifice of an unconscious infant fer the sin 
of a conscious world. The infant wos called Jesus, not because 
as an infant he saved his people trom their sins: but becaus: 
he should when the infant had lecn superseded by the man. 
The infant Jesus and the man Chiitst Jesus, thovgh the one 
necessarily prececed the other, v ere very  difierent indeed. A: 
infant man and an adult man, and an injant Christ and a man 
Christ are a diflerent. Jesus was never an infant Chnist. 
“though he afterwards became the man Christ. Put the natural 
infancy of the Word was indispensable to Jesus the Anointed 
Man, for, Christ signifying An ointed, can be applied to Jesus 
only ‘fiom the time the Father tcck up his abode in him by 
anointing him with his Holy Spirit on ne banks of the Jordan. 
But all these things are self-evident; I should never have 
been led to make the remarks in this pare graph but for yeur 
singular, and J think, far-fetched idea—that infants must be 
nef ded im the common salvation because. The Word to be- 
come the Man passed through the wcmb of the Virgin, and: 
the stage of infancy. We might as well say, that infants must 
be heirs of the promise equally with the father of the faithful 
because Abraham was once au infant; and unchosen. 
That-little monosyllable al/ seems ‘to bea great stumbling» 
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lock to many. You make it include infants, and Universalists 
make it comprehend all the wicked and unconverted. Now 1 
venture the observation, that the word all is never used abso- 
lutely but is always limited by the context to which the tert 
in which it is found stands reiaied. Now the context of the 
passage you refer to in the last paragraph of your letter, shows 
that the all there refers to Christ and they that are Christ?3.— 
Though it be true, that all mankind die by Adam, it is not tme 
that all will be made aliye by Christ to live eternally. Even 


- 


the declaration that ‘all die by Adam” has its limit; for the 


Apostle says, “we shail nof indeed all die ;” and we know 
that Enoch and Elijah two descendants of Adam, did not die. 
The tenor of Cor. xv. shews that the Apostle when he spoke 
of all dyiag and all Leing made alive, had reference more im- 
mediately to those with whom he was reasoning, He declared 
that Christ had risen from the dead, and had become the first- 
fruit of those who had fallen asleep in the hope of the promise 
of life. He remarks, that as death came by one man it was ne- 
cessary that life siould come by another. Therefore as by 
Adam all “who have fallea asleep in Christ,” have died, so 
also by Christ shall they al! be made alive. But every one of 
therm in his own order: Christ the first-fruit; and they that are 
Christ’s, afterwards ct his coming. You will perceive here 
that the wicked and uneonverted are not of the order of the 
resurrection. Paui was not speaking of them. He was refer- 
ring only to the resurrection, in which those to whom he was 
writing, were interested. That trfants have nothing to 0 with 
the matter is obvious from the phrases “they who are Christ’s,” 
and “they who are falicn asleep in Christ.” Who are Christ's? 
‘“ As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on} 
Christ "—“ and if you be Chrisi’s, certainly you are Abraham’s / 
seed, and heirs according to the promise.”-- Who arethey who 
have fallen asleep in Christ? Stephen is one of them.— 
Having put on Cirist, when stoned for maintaining the truth 








as it is in Jesus. it is testified that he fell asleep, And Saul 


é 


was well pleased with his s’cughter.” They are all those of || 


this dispensation, who having in like manner put on CFrist,! 
have like him, persevered in well-doing until death, violent 
natural, has laid hiin as!eep. I conclude, then, that if infants 
have put on Christ and walked in him, as these have don 
they also have fallen asleep in Christ, and will be partakers o 








“the common salvation ;” but if not, then they have nothing tq || 


do with the matter. These are my wiews, for which I am 
alone responsible to God and not to men. You can either re 

ceive them or reject tiem at your pleasure. They have bee 
elicited by your epistle, and though ticklish subjects to wri 
upon, I have fieely, though in a desultory manner, express 
myself, as in honor of the truth I am in duty bound to do. F 
| , Affectionately yours +4 


Ly F 
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EGYPT. 

isa. xix. 22.—And Jehovah shall smite Egypt, smiting 
and healing her ; and tiey shall turn unto Jehovah, and he 
will be intreated by them, and will heal them... In that day 
there shall be ahighway fi ‘om Egypt io Assyria, and the As- 
sy?ian shall come inio Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria: 
andthe Egyptian shail wor. ship with the Assyrian. In that 
day, Israel shall be reckoned a third, together with Egypt and 
Assyria; ablessing inthe midst of t! Lecarth: whom Jehovah 
Gio of Hosts hath: blessed, saying, Blessed be my people 
Egypt ; and Assyria, the w ork of my ‘hands ; and Israel mine 
inheritance—A predic tion in progress of fulfilment. 

The present sovereign of Egypt has ruled it ever since 1806, 
on European principles ; and seems ready to introduce every 
@ thing European into his dominions. The existing state of the 

| country is well set forth in the following extract of an address 
by Sir Alexander Johnstone before the Asiatic Society. 

“The Pacha of Kg ry Ph one of our Honorary Meinbers, a 
chief of a clear and vigorous mind, observing the advantage 
which European States ave derived from a similar policy, has 
publicly encouraged the intreduction into Egypt of all ‘those 
a ts and sciences which are calculated to improve the unde ‘T- 
standing of the people, to mitigate the effects of their religions 
feelings, and to secure.the st: ibility of the local government. 

“He has assimilated | his army and his navy to those of En- 
rope, and subjected’ them to European discipline; he has 
formed corps of arti ler and engineers on European principles: 
1@ has attached reguler bands of military music to each of his 
regiments, with Muropean listructets, who teach the Ar: ib mu- 
sicians, according to the Kuropean notes of music, to play on 

Wropean instruments, the marches and ais of England 
Trance, and Germany ; a short distance from Cairo, he has es- 
ablished a permanent military hospital, and placed it unde 
uropean su. pene, and the same rules as prevail in the best 
beulaiya hospital sin Murope; and he has formed a school of 
edicine and anatomy, in w hich not only botany, mineralogy 
ad. chemistry are taught, but human bodies are publicly dis- 
ected by students who pre fe ‘s the Mohammedan religion, and 
ho are publicly reward led in the heart of a great Mohamme- 
an population, according to the skill and the knowledge which 
ey display im their different dissections. At Alexandria he 
s established a naval school, in which the Mohammedan 
udents are instructed in the several branches of geometry, 
igonometry, mechanics,and astionomy, connected with naval 
chitecture and the science of navigation; and a dockyard, 
der the control and superintendence ofan European naval 
chitect, distinguished for his talents and his skill, in which 
sides frigates ‘and other vessels of smaller dimensions, four 
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chips of the line, three carrying 110 guns upon two decks, and 
me of 130 guns, have been ree ently built: he has opened the 
Old Port, which was formerly shut against them, to all Chris- 
tian ae He has encouraged the formation of regular in- 
surance offi-es; and authorized Christian meichants to acquire 
property in ‘tended houses, and gardens. He has employed aa 
Raglish civil-e: aginesr of great eminence on a very liberal sal- 
uty, to imp-ove all the canals in the country and the course of 
the Nile: he is about to construct carriage-roads from Alexan- 
jria to Cairo, and from Alexandria to Ro-etta and Damieita ; 
and M. Abro, the cousin of his minister, is about to estabiish 
on them public stage coaches, built on a model of one sent to 
aim by a coach- maker from this country (England ;) be has in- 
troduced steam-boats, which navicate the Nile, and steaui-en- 
zines, Which are used for cleansing and deepening the bed of 
that river, and for various other public works. He has patron 
ized the employment, by Mr. Briggs, of two Fnglishinea, ta- 
gen for the purpose from this eountry, in boring for water In 
different p: rts of the Desert; and be has discovered, through 
their « operati ons, some very fine water in the Desert Letween 
Cairo and Suez. He has encouraged the growth of cotton, 
indigo, and opium : and the former of these productions 1s now 
+ great article of trade ¢: ‘tween Egypt and England, France 
and Germany. He has established schoels in the country for 
the instruction of ali orders of his people in reading, writisg, 
and arithmetic: he has sent. at great e xpense to himse if, young 
men, both of the higher and lower ranks ef soeiety, to BR’ giand 
and France, for che purpose of aequiring useful knowle dg — 
those of the Mates rank, in those branches of science and lite- 
rature Which are connected with their service in the army, the 
nay y, and the higher departme nts of government; those of the 
lower, in those mec thanical arts which are more immediately 
sonneeted with their employment as artizans and manufactur- 
eis. He has constit rated a public assembly at Cairo, consisting 
of a considerable number of well-informed persons, who hold 
regular sittings for forty di iys in cach year, and publicly dis- 
euss, for his information, the interests and wants of his differ. 
ent provyinees. He patronizes the publication of a weekly news 
paper in Arabic and Turkish, for the instruction of his. peop 
And, finally. he protects all Christian merchants, who are set- 
tled in his country; not only in time of peace, but also in time 
of war; and afforded the European merchants, who were settled 
at Alexandria. and at Cairo, amemorable insti ince of his deter- 

imation to adhere under all circumstances to this policy, by jn- 
hciae them, as soon as he had received intelligence of the 
battle of Navarino, that their persons and their property should 
continue as secure as if no such event had occurred.” 

The above representations are peculiarly cheering. They 


seers to us like the first rays of morning, after a long and tes 
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dious night. They promise the return of learning and know: 
ledge to their mother country, after having kindled their radi- 
ance in all the west. 






POPERY IN ENGLAND. 


Popery—the ne plus ultra of human weakness, wickedness, 
and folly—in alliance with its legitimate offspring, Infidelity 
of all revealed truth, is looking up in England, very much to 
the dismay of its daughter, the Religious Establishment of that 
country. Its priests are very active, and persevering as eyer: 
in preaching controversial sermons, interrupting public meet- 
ings, visiting the humble and poorer classes, conversing with 
and impressing their superstition upon them ; preaching in the 
open air and public streets, and withdrawing the children of 
protestants from their schools to those founded on the pirinci- 
ples of Catholicism. They have put into extensive circulation 
among the protestants a number of tracts pregnant with the 
grossest absurdities of the dark ages ; replete with the grossest 
_ idolatry, and the strongest hatred against their opponents. Dur- 

ing the past year the foundations of ten Romanist Chapels 

have been laid. They have now in England 589 temples open 

for service, and 43 in progress of erection: 
| * | wish,” said a Churchman to his audience on a recent oc- 
,  casion, “to point your attention to the great fact, that the Ro- 
| man Catholics are gaining an extraordinary influence in this 
country. Though we have heard, that popery is failing in its 
power, vet the history of France is a strong proof to the con- 
trary. After two revolutions there it was thought that popery 
had received a death blow, yet we now se* on the marriage of 
the Duke of Orleans, tha: the Pope has granted a dispensation 
to him to marry-a-protestant, but-on condition that the prine 
is every day to pray and entreat her to join the “ pure faith, 
and that their children should be brought up in the doctrines 
of the “true church.” This proves, in my opinion, that pope- 
ry is still exerting itself strongly.”.—The climax of this piece 
of folly consists in this, that the parsimonious Louis Phillippe 
has paid 300,000 francs for this papal document. 

For ourselves, we do not sympathize with the fears of Pro- 
testants on either side of the Atlantic on account of the extra- 
ordinary and renewed activity of Romanism. We doubt not 
but it will, in alliance with the infidelity it has begotten, dis- 
solve the constitution of things as they exist in Britain. This 
is aconsummation devoutly to be wished; for that kingdom 
ean bever “become tae kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,” 
until the harlotry of its ensanguined superstitions cease by an 
unqualified separation from the State. This would shake the 
empire to its foundation as with the shock of an earthquake ; 
for the National Religions are so wrought up with the institu- 
tions of the country, that to uncharter them would be to over: 
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throw the constitution of King, Lords, and Commons; a'tris® 
however, that must come, and at no reimote period either. 
What we have expressed in literal, the Holy Spirit has an- 
nounced in the figurative language of the Apocalypse :—“ and 
the seventh angel poured forth his vial into the air; and there 
came forth a great voice from the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, saying, Iris pone. And there were voices, and thun- 
ders, and lightnings; &c. AND EVERY ISLAND FLED AWAY, 













AND THE MOUNTAINS WERE NO MORE.” (Snel is to be the effect ti 
of the convulsion of the political atmosphere of the world, by : 
which the Small States and powerful Governments of which i | 
it is constituted, will be utterly overthrown. | 
We say, we have no sympathy with the fears of Protestants ; | 
for the scripture clearly shows, that however Romanism may . 
gain an ascendancy over their faiths, it never will again be let : 






loose upon the world. Its influence is exerting itself to pull 
down protestant act-of-parliament-religions ; but the very effort 
it is making to do that, will efiectually exclude itself from again 
becoming supreme. i 
But the true disciples of Jesus have nothing to fear, though 
the political heavens pass away With great noise, and its ele- 
ments burning be dissolved. Their protector is the Avenger, 
who coming with power and a blaze of glory, will utterly dis- 
solve the Constitution of “Christendom,” and dethrone its so- 
vereign—Anricurist, with a signal discomfiture. 
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E.prror. 


From the Charleston Courier. 
EARTHQUAKE IN SYRIA. 

Mr. J. F. Lanneau, a clergyman, in a letter trom Jerusalem, 
to his friends in this city, proceeds on the 13th of January to 
say. 

“The first day of January, 1837, will ever be a memorable 
one to the people of this land. About sunset on that day (the 
Sabbath,) a severe shock of an earthquake was felt in thiscity =| 
and throughout the whole length and breadth of the Holy Land, 
which has laid several towns in ruins, and destroyed many of =| 
their inhabitants. Our little Missionary family were preparing 
to sit around the tea table, when suddenly the massive walls | 
of our dwelling were shaken to their foundations, and threat- 
ened us with immediate destruction, but blessed be God, the | 
shock, though severe enough to throw down the tops of the =} }| 
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Turkish Minarets on Olivet and Mount Zion, and a part of 
the city walls, was but momentary, and so far as Jerusalem 
and the immediate neighborhood are concerned, very little m- 
jury was sustained. But the tidings which continue to come 
‘in to us from the country north, is aw/ul and distressingindeed, | 
dVablous near the site of the ancient capital of Samaria, Naz 
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ports have OF course been exaggerated, and as yet authc: 
atormation has not been received. We have reason howe: 
to believe that 40 or 50 persons have perished amid the ruiy 
of fallen houses in Nablous. A few days since a letter fro; 
Nazareth stated that of the Roman Catholic Convent ther 

a part of its splended chupel had been thrown down, seve; 
other houses destroyed, and some lives lost. Tiberias and Su- 
fet, both holy eities of the Jews, are said to be almost entire, 
ruined and great numbers killed. ‘This intelligence has be 
peculiarly afflictive to the descendants of Abraham here.- 
When the taformation arrived they all repaired to their syic 
eugue and sat al! day on the floor, mourning and weeping a: 
bitterly lamenting Unis Judgment of heaven, which they co: 
der as sent upon thera for their sins. 

The Jews have despatched messengers with clothing ar 
money to assist in burying their dead at Tiberias, and we hop 
soon to have a definite and particular account of this hea: 
rending catastrophe. Since the heavy shock on the first, \. 
have had four or five other slight ones, and the people aie sti. 
alarmed and fearful of a repetition of them. There are ic 
wanting Prophets, conlined principally to the Jews, who pi 
dict another and more severe one, but thev are not agreed as! 
the time when it will oceur. ‘The predictions vary from 17: 
2idays. After the last earthquake here, in 1834, it was pr 
dicted by one of these Seers, that on a certain day, the who 
city would be destroyed. The day arrived, and multitudes o 
Moslems, Jews, and Christians who were apprehensive the: 
the prophecy might prove true left the city, and remained 
the fields until night came on, when there being no signs « 
the predicted destruction, their confidence was restored suflic:- 
ently so as to allow them to return to their homes. Whethe: 
the fallacy of the prophecy then, willallay the fears of the yec- 
ple now, under similar circumstances remain to be tested. > 
fur as I have been able to learn, I think that few will be fouad 
credulous enough to place any dependence upon their preset 
predictions.” 


wrcth, Tiberias, and Safet, have each suffered severely. ki; 


Declaration of a Jew. 


With respect to the Jews, they constitute a large portion in 
some of the cities, as Jerusalem, Hebron, and Saffet, and it ts 
sufficient to say that the veil still remains on their hearts—the 
blindness that happened unto Israel long since, has descended 
in all its darkness to the present generation. Jt 1s an interest 
ing fact that great numbe-s of them are now flocking to Pale:- 
tine, anxiously expecting their Messiah to appezr very soon— 
some say, in seven years. A rich Jew, in Jerusalem declared 
to the writer, that if the Messiah did not make his appeararce 
an eight years, he would become christian. 








